Education about and for Sustainability

in Australian Business Schools

This summary of findings is taken from a study into the mainstreaming of
sustainability education in Business Schools, commissioned by the
Department of the Environment and Heritage (DEH) in January 2004 under the guidance of
the National Environmental Education Council (NEEC) Industry Working Group.
The research was carried out by the Australian Research Institute in Education for
Sustainability (ARIES) and Arup Sustainability, and completed in June 2004.
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What were the outcomes of the study?
Best practice overseas
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incorporation of elective subjects that address education
about and for sustainability within MBA programs
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Opportunities for improvement
Opportunities do exist for the future inclusion of education about
and for sustainability in Australian MBA programs, with further
minimal opportunities in short professional courses.
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In June 2004 a workshop was held at the Macquarie Graduate
School of Management City Campus in Sydney to reflect on
the findings of the study and to identify relevant and realistic
recommendations. Ten people who informed the research of this
project attended the workshop.
Those in attendance studied the findings carefully and
explored a number of future options. The discussion formed the
basis of a recommendation for a further project that will promote
the mainstreaming of sustainability across the major Australian
Business Schools by:
• Developing industry partnerships that provide work
placements and mentoring
�• Revising core courses to address education for
sustainability
�• Developing new optional courses on sustainability
�• Developing new resources for sustainability including
industry case studies
�• Encouraging the integration of international experience to
promote change and research
�• Engaging students through extracurricular activities such
as competitions and involving industry and alumni
�• Seeking to address the criteria associated with ‘leading
edge’ Business Schools
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